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1. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 2-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. In claim 2, line 3, there is no antecedent basis for a 
single "component tray". In line 7, "the carrier" lacks antecedent basis as a noun. 

In claim 4, line 2, "each the component tray" is ungrammatical. 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-3, 6, 8-10, 12-13, 16 and 18-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Nelson (3,524,541). Disclosed is a carrier tray apparatus for 
holding a plurality of semiconductor device component trays (10), comprising a carrier 
tray (30) for carrying plural component trays in a single plane, the carrier tray including 
component tray captivating structure that secure each tray in three dimensions, the 
component tray captivating structure including a channel structure providing a channel 
(33 or 34) and a top opening (as shown). 
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As to claims 2 and 10, the channel includes an opening for insertion of the trays 
and a plurality of sides (as shown), the captivating structure including a bottom tray 
support and upward tray restraining structure (both clearly shown in Figure 4). 

As to claims 3 and 12-13, shown is longitudinal tray restraining structure (36 or 
shown longitudinal side walls) that prevents horizontal movement. 

As to claims 6, 12 and 16, shown are overlying side rails. 

As to claims 8 and 18, the bottom tray support includes a flat surface (from which 
elements 36 extend). 

As to claims 9 and 19, the bottom tray support includes rails (36). 

As to claim 20, semiconductor devices are disclosed. 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 7-8, 11 and 17-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Nelson. As to claims 7 and 17, to provide the single channel over- 
extending side rails as a discontinuous plurality of individual protrusions would have 
been obvious in order to save material. 
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As to claims 8 and 18, to provide the bottom tray support of a flat surface would 
have constituted a removal of a part (elements 36 extending therefrom) and its function, 
long held to have been obvious. 

As to claim 1 1 , the pocket array dimensioning would appear to have been an 
obvious variation over that disclosed by Nelson. 

7. Claim 4 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. Dependent claim 5 would also 
then be allowable. 

8. Claim 14 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. Dependent claim 15 would also then be 
allowable. 

9. Claim 21 is allowed. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Shown are semiconductor holders. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bryon P. Gehman whose telephone number is (571) 
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272-4555. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Wednesday 
from 5:30am to 6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mickey Yu, can be reached on (571 ) 272-4562. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-4555. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Primary Examiner 
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